Fact Sheat 6

The Ramsar Convention:

on Watlands
hat’s it all about?
What’s it all about!?
The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance,
more commonly known as the Ramsar Convention,
is an international agreement promoting the conservation
and wise use of wetlands. It is the only global treaty
to focus on a single ecosystem.
The Ramsar Convention today has etla
168 Contracting Parties (member What m Wi nds? . Wotlands are nature’s shock absorbers
countries), and is so named for the ety The definition of the word ‘wetland’, « The wetlards wéhin fver basins act as natural
in Tran where the treaty was signed in under the Convention, is uny land area  spanges, saserbing rainfa, reducing flood
1971, Through this agreement, member that is saturated or flosded with water,  impact and this same starage capacity slso
countries pasitively commit to: elther seasanally o permanently. halps saflaguard against drought. Mangroves
i ] Inland wetlands include aquifers, and coml reefs roduce te speed and height
* Wise use of all their wetlands lakes, rivers, streams, marshes, of siorm surges and impact of tsunamis
» Designating aites for the Ramsar peatlands, ponds, flood plains and and hurricanes.

List of "Wetlands of Imernational swamps. Coastal wetlands include all

Importance™ (Ramsar Sites) and their eoastlines, mangroves, salmarghes + Wetlands are critical for biodiversity
conservation i L B 2 Watlands ara home ko mare than 100,000
» Cooperating on transhoundary and caral reafs, & kncar freshweter species, and this numbsar
wetlands and other shared interests 'ﬂw::w';wﬂ“:m”wwﬂm
As of April 2015, there are over 2100 Why should | care about fubidhmldh:‘:nﬁnm
designated Ramsar Sites covering Wetlands?
mnreﬂml}ml!nu]ha‘uhecmmﬂ'[ nelly i nd oea .mlncmmluhbm
an area slightly larger than Mexico. b i g e o sl e ihoods
The official list of Ramaar Sites is mlfwhumrib"nrnnumblwufm; Mara han 560 millian peopls dapand an
available on the Convention website at: fishing and aqusaculiure for their livelihoods.
WWW.FAMSEF.Org. » Wetlands provide fresh water Wetlands also pravide Smber for bulding,
Wetlands on the Ramsar list are Fresiwater weSiands giva us our watar for vegatable of, medicinl plants, raw matsrisl
Soft cornl garden,Great Sea Aeefs marine ignated for their high valoe to the basde drinking, cooking and washing reeds Tof wsarving and fedder far animals,
protecied area designal
eountry and the world for the ecosyste and Fr rigation,
services and benefits provided. « Watlands foed humanity
Rice, grown in wealland paddies, is the
nu‘ i stapla dist of nearly three billon peaple, and
— accounts for 20% of the worlds food.

WAW.TEMBAL.ORG

Wetlands are
disappearing fast
Recent estimates show that 64%
or mare of the world's wetlands have
disappeared since 1900. Some
of the main eauses of the degradation
and loss of wetlands are:
= Major changes in land use, especially
increased agriculture and grazing
. » Water diversion through dams,
Mavua river gorge Uppar NEvua rver rattng Filver Fijl tour guide dykes and canalization
# Infrastructure development,
particularly in urban areas, river

F|i| valleys and coastal areas.
How are Ramsar Sites
The Upper Navua Conservation Area (UNCA) designated?
Ramsar Sites are designated
The UNCA is a source of economic sustenance to the nearby village communities with its wide range of by the National Administrative
foed products, building materials, medicine source, and ornamental materials not to mention the river xﬁ&m-hﬁ;ﬁw
has been used as a means of transportation for so many years. they meet the technical eriteria, and
after due consideration of their
The UNCA is traditionally owned and is leased to Rivers Fiji Limited through conservation lease. Through relative importance. .
the management of eco-tourism company Rivers Fiji Limited, who operate whitewater rafting activities at Rﬂmﬁ'ﬁr Convention:
the UNCA, the village communities of Nabukelevu, Wainadiro and Waibogi have been provided working to prevent,

I t rtunities as rafti uides, porters and drivers. Rivers Fiji Ltd, when possible have often stop and Lk mtland
b ] [ARNGEN 05 Rt il e il loss and degradation
used the local resources provided by the nearby village communities and this relationship strengthens Together with the Contracting
the link between business and the local community. Parties, Partners and International

Organlzation Partners (I0Ps),
the Ramsar Convention works to:

» Encourage policies and land use

Aamaar Fast Storts o pukhad by the Famsar Conventan lanning that in te wetlund issues
e i, Sesun et et By sarges 110 Ramsar Convention i el i ey
of e ABTear Comesntion o 1S SSCEtarat. SF i P iy b Saster e, Sl iy S et The Comvention on Wetlands of bt .
W’u&"w"““ﬂﬂ;“mﬂ“ﬁ. o when mouied % 1ieroations] Tmportance, and services that wetlands provide
e oo T . pamean commonly known as the Ramsar = Ensure significant investment into
o acurc e mackn. The Secrebasal wewkd agpracisls meshing NS ) W Comventlon, is a global Inter- increasing awareness by working with
O e gy e gl Sl e Fadwmary oo gt st par governments] treaty that provides the frame- private sector actors such as Danone-
i whath e n1shes, th mak s profictiad undes Fur more Imiririon about Famsar Fact Sheets o 1o work for national action and international Evian and Star Allianee
e Kt i v s ommarte e Dt L i, cooperation for the conservation and wise use « Forge alliances that align private
stpdiramsarang of wetlands and their resources. It is the enly and public sector actors to reverse the
02015 Tha ro rmrarition Sacrstidad global treaty to facus on one single ecosystem. alarming loss and degradation

: . -_— w Develop finaneing sources for wetland
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Wetlands:
why should I care?

Humans often equate wetlands with wasteland;

a place to be drained, filled in, burnt off and
re-purposed. In fact, scientific studies show that 64%
of the world's wetlands have disappeared since 1900.
Measured against 1700, an estimated 87% have

Ramsar

Lake Tagimocia fresh water lake

from peatland fires, drainage

o of International Importance,

Cukini Island patchy mangrove system in Vanua Levu

heen lost.
Why is this such an alarming trend? And why are wetlands actually
sasential to inahble devels nt for the | race?
Wetlands are Wetlands ensure fresh = Rice, grown in wetland paddies,
everywhere water for all of us is the staple diet of nearly three
= Wetlands are land areas that are = Lesg than 3% of the worlds mﬁ'& ﬂmﬁw“
saturated or flooded with water water is fresh, and most of that is
either permanently or seasonally. frozen, Yet every human requires
« Inland wetlands include 20-50 litres of water a day for basic ;
marshes, ponds, lakes, fens, rivers, drinking, cooking and cleaning. Wetlands purify
floodplains, and swampe, Wetlands provide our water needs and filter harmful waste
= Coastal wetlands include saltwater ::I’;:g ggtk:"réhat:;mpmm“ a.nt‘ ; from water
marshes, estuaries, mangroves, source of fresh water for humanity, = Bome of the pollutants from
m«ms and even coral rﬂf:dd "eﬁif”hi"“m 1.111‘& m:lnmg
- ponds, rice paddies, t etlands guaran including heavy metals and toxins
pane are human-made wetlands. m food supply tea are absorbed by wetland sediments,
» Wetlands R plants and marine life,
FACE wow fom Humans 19ke of fish sach
lesa than a single hectare ta the : sy o = Almost tws billion people in Asia
Pantanal in Brazil, Bolivia and SBML AT A TGN and 380 million Europeana depend
Paraguay, which covers an area ﬂuhm?bmmﬂwmm on groundwater aquifers for their
three times the size of Ireland, L 2l water aupply.

Parties to the Ramsar Convention

Wetlands are nature’s ars.obligated to designate
shock absorbers important national wetland sites as
= Peatlands and wet grasslands in } Ramsar Site, promote trainings in
river basins act as natural sponges, = Individual wetlands often hold wetland research and management,
absorbing rainfall, cresting endemic species; forms of life that and promote international and
wide surface pools and reducing mu.mqul:kw;ntmau:rdm regional cooperation.
floods in streams and rivers. a8 Lake Baikal in Ao Navua Conservatio {UNC
Thiz siorage oxvieclty tlas balie the Rift Valley lakes of East Africa. U_P_'" c. ek ol
safeguard against drought. 'g?hgir:?mn;]mm of 8
te located in the Provinee of Serua
= Mangroves, saltmarshee and coral Wetlands create i iti
roafs alit reduce the spoed and sustainable products ' %ﬁmmmuw dmv':l?tm
bind the ﬂhmll.::!:;l!t erosion and livelihoods o n“’f _. 2 sl
il al ey wid 4 « 618 milli ez mu.r:tnfl?ijl'n native and or endemic
resilience against climate change. living directly from fishing and ity ;
agquaculture. Including their 'Wm"am“m‘"
Wetlands store carbon families, mare than 660 million sustenance to the nearby village
= Peatlands alone cover an estimated people depend on these sectors. f:::mﬁm “bl::l:l?n‘dh;;!m of
3% of the world's land area, but « Sustainably managed wotlands GRLOPRLICh DRITINY BRI
they hold 30% of all carbon stored provide timber for building, mmm nl:ionth: A
on land. This is twice the amount vegetable oil, medicinal plants, ﬁbunuﬁd nnn:!mmnnmf o
stared in all the world's foresta. stoms and leaves for weaving transportation for so many years,
But when they are burned or atvd Faddoy Fu wiviingla
syt Fijit m;u.?#qaﬁf site located
from bein ‘bon sink to . 8 AF w
a mrbonm 0, smissicns The I-nmur Convention o1y coast of Vanua Levu forms part
The Convention on Wetlands of Fiji's Great Sea Reef (GSR) or

Cakaulevu which extends over 200km

' and extraction equate to 10% of [ iy Ea
En?-r'.‘:: all annual fossil fuel emissions, Al mm:‘gomnu:fm W Ul‘hlﬂl ltth&nmﬂh‘hm
T tobal ‘anua across the
gem al'etmtlcal thnhmmﬁrmbu?ﬂu watersto the barrier reef systam of tha
Ssres: TRRR: The Eunamde f Goiens E VRralLy action and international cooperation Yasawa Islands.
[ T ———— .Wat]anﬂgmhnmsmmmt}nn for the conservation and wise use » The GSR is the longest and most
i nf A
g e 100,000 known fr ;: i “d.:]“’ P diverse reef system in Fiji and
This Faet Shast Is masle avallskle by the alws.mdﬂlmmlmlmlswmg s, tha an  gloul kroaty. s foom ia the third longest barrier reef
R Comanion o o - all the time. From 1999 to 2009, ! oyl £ingl ecusyolars, system in the world.
arp draamy l\m ﬂm .
wabaites which are Betud In the Ratensncs some 257 new species of freshwater FILJT = GSR supports key sources of food
Soursesshoe, walblefar dnlesd fish were discovered in the Amazon. Fiji became a party to the security, income and employment for
il e » Wetlands are essential for many Ramsar convention on wetlands households, communities and groups
mmmmﬂkm»l-m amphibians and reptiles, as well as of international important in the a8 regource owners and users alike
with no warrandy of any kind for bird breeding and migration. vear 2008, in the Fisheries and Tourism sectors.
ILBCH
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