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CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED
SPECIES OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA ( CITES ) AND FIJIAN LAW

The frade and movement between countries of many animals, planis
as well as pmdlﬂ:‘ﬁ that are made from them is regulated under the
Ci rade in Il Species of Wild
Fauna and Finla (CITES). Trade in such species requires a permit.
‘Some wildlife products are prohibited in trade under international and
Fijian law. Other permits, such as Quarantine, also are required.

ined CITES in 1607 and implements CITES through the
Endange.ed and Protected Species Act (2002) {EPS Act) and
the Endangered and Protected Species Regulations (2003) (EPS
Regulations).

How CITES and the EPS Act protects species

The species covered by CITES are listed in three Appendices,
according to the degree of protection they need

- Appendix 1 includes species threatened with extinction. Trade in

CITES permitting requirements for exports from Fijl

specamensol these species is pEnmued only in
and not for

species which occurs in Fiji and which is listed in Appendix 1 is the

Crested iguana (Brachylophus vitiensis). CITES for

approved trade: international trade requires a CITES import and a
CITES export permit.

- Appendix |l includes species not necessarily threatened with
exiinction, but in which trade must be controlled in order to awoid
utilization incompatible with their survival. An example in Fiji is hard
coeals - all of which are listed in Appendix Il. CITES requirement for
approved trade: international trade requires a CITES export permit.
= Appendix |Il contains species that are protected in at least one

country. which has asked other CITES Parfies for assis in
controliing the trade. Fiji does not have any species listed in Appendix
Il of the Conwention.

CITES permits / certificates must be presented and cleared by border
controls at the port of entry |/ exit.

Some Fijian species not listed in the CITES Appendices are listed in
Schedule 1 or 2 of the EPS Act As with species listed in the CITES
Appendices. all trade in species listed in Schedule 1 or 2 of the

EPS Act must be autherized through permits issued by the relevant
authority. A species listed in Schedule 1 or 2 can only be traded into or
out of Fiji if the Depariment of Environment has

approved the trade and issued a permit for such trade. This permit
must then be presented to Border Control officers,

Permitting requirements

Al the Fijian berder import and export {and re-export) of wildlife and
wildlife specimens are regulated for:

1. Species listed in the CITES Appendices that oceur in Fiji:

- Trade in species that occur within Fiji (eg hard coral experts) and
which are listed in the CITES Appendices must be accompanied by
a CITES document (eg: a CITES import or export permit or re-export
certificate)

- The EPS Act and the EPS Regulations are the relevant legal
nstruments regulating trade in CITES Appendix-listed species.

2. Species listed in the CITES Appendices that do not occur in
Fiji:

= Trade in species that dc not occur in Fiji but which are listed in the
CITES Appendices {eg: parrots originating from the Solomen Islands
imported into Fiji) still require CITES documents {eg: a CITES import
or export permit or re-export certificate)

= The EPS Act and the EPS Regulations are the relevant legal
instruments regulating trade in CITES Appendix-listed species.

3. Species native to Fiji that are not listed in the CITES
Appendices but which are listed in Schedule 1 or 2 of the EPS
Act:

= Certain species occurring Fiji are not listed in the CITES Appendices.
but are protected under EPS Act.

= Trade in species listed in Schedule 1 or 2 is regulated under the
EPS Act and Regulations.

= A’Permit to Trade in Species listed in Schedule 1 or 2° (see Form 2
and 4 from the EPS Regulations) must accompany frade in such
specimens.

4. Other Fijian law regarding wildlife specimens:

- Other permits may also be required for trade in animal and plant
specimens such as Quarantine permits, Fisheries export ficense or
Forestry permits, etc.

Permitting requirements for the most commonly traded species
to and from Fiji

The Dep: of Envi is
certificates for all CITES species and Fijian species listed on schedule

1 or 2 of the EPS Act. The Department of Fisheries is to
issue CITES permits and certificates for any trade in aguatic species
which are listad in Appendix Il of CITES.

The table pevided outlines the permitting requirements for exports of
selected species from Fiji under the EPS Act and under the Fisheries
Act. All imports of wildlife specimens into Fiji and which are coverad
by the EPS Act must be accompanied by an import permit issued by
appropriate authority.

Attention also needs to be given to permits and
under the Fiji Law, such as

for imports from other countries also can vary so those people taking
wildlife specimens from Fiji should verify the requirements of the
importing countries prior to export.

CITES regulates trade in live and dead specimens, their paris and
products made from wildlfe (derivatives). The table below notes the
type of frade most likely to be seen. However, other p.

Most Common forms of
Legal insirument | Species Trads (Histed In the order that permits should be amanged and approved)
Exports are not permitted except In exceptional sircumstances a for solenti or
Marino Turties ‘poses {Flsherles | af Turties 2004
T e N i - Turtie Shells Permit reg for rade
CITES Appenaix) | M3WksDl (Eretmacness Imbricata) « PrOUCts made from furtie | 1) A ItEr of exemptian from e MIinister of Flsnenes & Forests:;
Logaemeait i {oreits ety shell Such 35 [EweBery ZJAF&MneE ‘export oense;
Leatherback Turtie (Demochelys carlacea) < import permit Issued by the country of final destination: and
1; Fpche expart parmit
1) Export appraval letter fram Fijan ATlalrs; and
2 CITES Pre-Convention cerfficate.
. . 1t Gannot be demontrated that tha Taoua ls Fre-Conventian’, 3 CITES Import and 3 CITES
w&“"h‘mﬂ;r °’c Spe";:, export penmit are reguired.
Whales and Dolphing Bhysater L i
il Far exparts to Australia
- Q2Ciaration on TADUS beng 3 pre-CITES EpECimEns
« B¥KISNCE OT PUIChESING (I AEPACaE)
. of tabua
purposes. An example of a Flying Foxes (type of bat) = Live animals
‘Samaan Flying Fox (PEFpLS samoensls) - Bioad or tissue samples far ;; CIES Mpal et
Tongan Fying Fox (Pleropus fanganus) Research panpe
Iguanas [typs of Rzard) - Live animals
Banded guana | Brachylophus fasciaius) - Biaod or tissue samptes for | 1) S22 00 P2 and
Fijl Crested iguana ( Brachylaphus vitiensis) Researcn
- Live Birds
1) CITES import permit; and
Paragring Faleon (Faico peragrinus) jird of pray) | - Eqgs
e 2) CITES export permit
Orehids (see alsa Appandix Il llating balow) 1) CITES Import permit and
Aerangis eitsh 2) CITES export permit
Dendroaium cruentum R
Lasha jongheana Fhishpad ot Se=aing of tssue CUITES QUIned In VAo, i I OF IQUE meda transporieo m st
Lagha loDara et 'E"rm nate innexy | GOMMAINEFS 00 N0 requIre 3 CITES pEMiL. AMIMCially propagaled NYDras fram ans af mare Appenaix
Paphiapedium spp. s Isted pacies or taxa raquire 3 certitcate or aninclal Artmcially
Peristeria elsta of hytrids of Dendrablum spp; Cymbidium Spp: Vands 5pp; 3nd phalaencpsls 5pp. may under cartain
Fhrsgmipedium spp canditians quaify for an exemption fram he provision of CITES. Cantact the Managament Autharlty
Renanthera Imschoatiana tor advica
- Live caral 1) Fisherles export ioense; and
- Deag pleces (see Mole | 2) CITES exportpermit
CTEXADPRE I | e EOTR 1 mest cowmn regaroing | Note: Two PIECES of DSACT- WASNEd coral t3KEN by VISTOrS I2aving FIjl 00 not requare a CITES
Deach-washed corai) pemit.
1) Flsnerles export icanss; and
- Live animals -
- Clam meat (see Note 1| 2) CTTES 2xport permit
Glant Clam (Tridacnidae) ”E"rmm Mot 1: Export of Clam meat of the specles Tridacna derasa, T. squamosa and T. maxima are
o Shets (see Note, 2 i | Pronibliad under Saciion 25. 5 of e Fisherias raguiations.
A e e Nots 2: Exports persan of fhree giant ciam shells (or & matching halves) weighing 3hg or less
next column) are exempt from CITES permit requirements.
All exports are pronibited under the Flsheries (Pratection of Humphead Wrasse-Chelinus
i undulaius) reguiations 2004.
: Export may only be aulnorized with the following documents:
gt nimemn fite s unoutai) e 1) A JStier of exemptian from the Minister of Flsnenes & Forests;
b 2) A Fisheries export Bcense; and
3) ACITES expart permit.
Eagies. Hawks, faioons el 1) Approval under the Bird and Game Frotection Act 1955 lssued by ihe Minlstry of Agrculiure:
All Taptors (birds o pray) are Bsted in Appendix 111t | 1LY SIS and
Fijl Gasnawh { Acciplter rufltarques) o St 2) CITES export permit
Parrote
All FIl's pamats and lories are llsted In Appendx L
These are
Phigys salltarius [Coltared la
Proscpela splendens (Kadavu shinning parrat)
e T D i e g 1) Agproea under e Bird an Game Protecton Act 1965 Issued by the Ministry of Agriculture;
Chammosyna amabils (Red throated lonvest) - Feafhers
VN BUSITALS (BILE COANED (ONKEE!) 2) CITES export permit
Neary all parrots In the werld are llsted In Appendix
Il It nat listed in Appendix | or Il
For whole plants:
1) CITES export permitor
- Winole plants 2) CITES af the certficate of artficial propagation
Orehids - Cul flowers (see nole In | Nate: The following orchid specimens 4o not require a CITES permit:
{4l orctis are gk n Appencix | except those | et comn) ) Seeds an0 poien (ncluang poliniz)
species Usted In Appendx | - see abave) - Sestings (see e next | b) Sectling o e cultres btan i i, In i or Bl med, Fanepared i st
calumn)
o o ewers of artcil propagated piarts; and
d) Frults and parts derivatives thereof of arificial prapagated plants af the genus Vaniia
) Tras Fama (Cyahtsceae) .
1o issue permits and Cyathea micrapeidata e {ranveaworked | 1) CTES export permit
Cysthea plaglostegia permo
Cyead (Cycus seemanni) - Winols plant 1) CITES export permit
Big-laat Mahagany (Swietenia macrophyla)
;IIL\SBPW\HE"DM are not fisted In the CITES APPEN- | . per ang imber praducts | 1) Farestry permits required fram ihe Department of Forests
and do nat require CITES permit
. 1) FOREstry pemmits requIred from ine Department of Forests
Goayaylus ipp. (Raminlfavaia) Timber and timbar products | o pores axport permitfrom the department of Environment
required
The conditi Legal Spacies Common form of Trade Export parmit requirsments

1) Approval tnder the Sird and Games Pratection Act 1985 from the Ministry of Agricuture; and

of specimens listed in the CITES Appendices or in thedule 1or2of
the EPS Act that are imporied. exported or re-exported may also
require documents for frade.

Border control

Border control officers play a key role in the management of wildlife
trade by checking trade documents and detecting illegal trade and
wildlife smuggling.

Border control officers should check:

1) Are the comrect permits / certificates present?

2) Are the permits | certificates valid. correctly filled in and authorized
by the designated officer and accompanying stamp?

If the permit | cerificate is not present or is invalid. Fiji's national
CITES- implementing legislation allows for the seizure of
specimens.

Inspectors’ powers

Under Part 7 of the EPS Act all Customs Officers are
authorized to:
= Seize specimens and Jor detain a person if suspected on
reasonable grounds to be involved in an offence under the Act
« Enter any premises or vehicle and detain and seize any specimen
wihich the officer reasonably suspects is kept in contravention of
the EPS Act or CITES
- Examine any specimen which the officer reasonably suspecis to
be transported, acquired or traded in confravention of the EPS Act
or CITES
- Examine any records relating to the holding of any wildiife
specimens or their products.

EPS Schedule 1 | Pink-oilied Pamot Finch (Eryfhrurs kisinschmidt] | Live Animals 2 B et rom e deparimaant of Emvronmenl.
Galden Dove Orange Dove (Chiysoenas uleavirens) 1) Approval under the Sird and Games Pratectian Act 1835 from the Ministry of Agricufture; and

EPS Schedule 2 | 5once Dove [Chrysoenas victor) Live Animals 2} Export permit from tne department of Enviranment.

Legal Instrument | Spacies Profection measurss Export permit requirsments

Flzheries

Trochus shel (Trachus nflaticus) (sic)

No person shall take, be in
possession of, £all, offer or
Expose for sake or expart any
snedl of e specles Trochuz
niloticus (sici]

(trachus snel) measuring iess
than 90mm across the Whorl.

Expart of Trochus shell requires approval in writng from the Department of Fisherles under 527
of the Fisherles Reguiatians. Mo CITES permit is Required.

Tritan Shell {Charonta tritanis) (Davur)
Glant Heimet Shel (Cassis comura)

The export of Tritan Shalls and
iant neimet snel 15 prohibitad
fram FI

Mo exemption aficwed under the Fisheries Act or any other Fijlan Law.

Beche-ge-mer

EXport Fram Fijl of all spacies of
EBeche-ge-mer  (Holothurians)
efther In natural or processed
form which are 255 than 7.66m
5 prafibited

1) Fisheries Export Licange

Hots: Export of Natural o processed specimens of beche-ge-mer of less than 7.6cm Is allowed
oniy with a letter of exemption.

SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATI

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

CITES Secretariat

Australian GITES llan:glmnnlhulh
www.deh.

Mew Zealand CITES Management Authority

Intermafionak Trade-In- Endangered-Spaciesindex asp

New Zealan:l Wlldills Enforcament Group

World Customs Organization

www.weoomdorg

Interpol Nildltfe \ﬂal‘kmg Group
[— EmironmentalCrimes/StrategicPlan. asp




